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ABSTRACT

Pleinair painting emerged in Greece in the late nineteenth century as a new genre,
departing from the hitherto prevailing historical and genre scenes of official academic

painting; it transferred to the canvas images of the natural human surroundings,
rendered with a particular interest in the handling of light in relation to time.

The main focus of this study is the reception of the landscape paintings of Odysseas

Fokas (B57 1946) during the 1890920 period, based on critical essays and

articles in the Greek periodical press, and aiming to identify the different aesthetic

and ideological viewpoints on his work. The examination of the critical discourse on

t he pairkis suppesmentadoby a brief stylistic analysis of the works in the

Nati onal Gall erybs Odysseas Fokas Beqguest,
subject of systematic study.

The landscape paintings of Odysseas Fokas range from naturalism to a styiehin

the artist adopts the forms of academic painting in a critical and refreshing manner,

seeking to interpret the natural landscape within which he produced them. His
antinaturalistic rendering of landscapewith their simplifications, luminous suras

and rejection of linear perspectivereveal his concerns with form and colour, and
demonstrate t he artistos essenti al rel ati
relationship which has been interpreted from different points of view in terms of

aesthécs and in fact leans, and is in fact oriented, as this study has shown, towards

the symbolist aspects of Odysseas Fokasd ci

Keywords:
Pleinair painting Odysseas Fokasreception of painting,critical discourse

naturalism, symbolismi\ational GalleryAlexandros Soutsos Museum
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